Opening Prayer 		

God be merciful unto us and bless us.
Shine the light of your glory upon us, 
and be merciful to us;

That your ways may be known upon earth,
Your saving health among all nations.

Let the people praise you, O God:
Let all the people praise you.
 
Blessed be the One, holy and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.


First Reading 								Isaiah 58:6-12

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, here I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. The lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.  
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God


A Prayer for our President and Vice President elect 

O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world:
We commend this nation to your merciful care, 
that, being guided by your Providence, we may dwell 
secure in your peace. Grant to President-elect Joseph Biden 
and Vice-President elect Kamala Harris, and to all in authority, 
wisdom and strength to know and to do your will. Fill them with 
the love of truth and righteousness, and make them ever mindful 
of their calling to serve this people in your fear; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
world without end. Amen.


Second Reading 							II Corinthians 4:6-10 

It is God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God


Prayers for the Legislature, Courts and People

O God, the fountain of wisdom, whose will is good and
gracious, and whose law is truth: We beseech you so to guide
and bless our Senators and Representatives in Congress
that they may enact such laws as shall please you,
to the glory of your Name and the welfare of this people;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Almighty God, who sits in the throne judging right: We
humbly beseech you to bless the Supreme Court and the
magistrates in all this land; and give to them the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, that they may discern the truth,
and impartially administer the law in the reverence of you alone;
through him who shall come to be our Judge, your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

And finally, O God, teach our people to rely on your strength and to
accept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they
may make wise decisions for the well-being of our society; 
that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor 
your holy Name. For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you 
are exalted as head above all. Amen. 

Third Reading						Matthew 22:36-40 
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” and he said to him, “you shall love the lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. and a second is like it, you shall love your neighbor as yourself. on these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.” 
The Word of the lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Prayers for Justice and Peace

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so
move every human heart [and especially the hearts of the
people of this land], that barriers which divide us may
crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our
divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us
through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on the whole
human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which
infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us;
unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in
your good time, all nations and races may serve you in
harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen. 

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn
but the sword of righteousness, no strength known but the
strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that
all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince of
Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and
glory, now and forever. Amen.

Closing Prayer    (Drawn from The Presidential Inauguration Service at the Washington National Cathedral January 21, 2009)


Strengthen and sustain Joseph, our President elect and Kamala our 
Vice President elect, that in the days to come they may lead your 
people with confidence and compassion. 

Grant patience and perseverance to the people of this Nation. 
With malice toward none, with charity for all,
may we strive to finish the work you have given us to do
that we may achieve a just and lasting peace. 

In this time of new beginnings, new ventures, and new visions,
light in us the fire of justice, and the passion for forgiveness.
Give us the strength to hold fast to what is good
that we may go forth renewed and committed to make hope a reality. Amen. 
Tyler

The Blessing

The lord bless you and keep you.
The lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen. 
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